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February 3, 2011

Governor Paul LePage

One State House Station

Augusta, ME 04333

Dear Governor LePage,

As members of the board of the Maine Chapter of APSE, the only national organization with an exclusive focus on integrated employment and career advancement opportunities for citizens with disabilities, we write to congratulate you and to extend our best wishes to you as Governor of the great State of Maine. 

We applaud your commitment to improving the employment rate and putting Maine citizens back to work. Maine citizens with disabilities want, and need to be fully involved, socially and economically in their communities. The best way to be fully engaged in one’s community is through meaningful employment, earning the money to contribute to that community by purchasing goods and services, and paying their fair share of taxes. Too often however, Mainers with disabilities are excluded from the workforce.  In Maine and nationally, over 70% of individuals with disabilities are unemployed; 87% of the public would prefer to give their business to companies who hire job seekers with disabilities.
APSE members are comprised of business leaders, service providers and citizens with disabilities. APSE was founded in 1988 and formerly known as the Association for Persons in Supported Employment. APSE has 37 chapters throughout the United States, including our Maine chapter. 

While there are real challenges that make it difficult for citizens with disabilities to become employed, Maine APSE believes that businesses, service providers, citizens with disabilities and policy makers, can work together to make positive change. 

For more information, we encourage you to visit our website, http://www.MaineAPSE.org/, as well as national APSE’s website, www.apse.org. 

APSE defines integrated employment as employment in the general workforce; on the payroll or self-employed with prevailing wages and benefits. In other words, real jobs, real wages, real businesses:  this is what Maine APSE wants for all Maine citizens.  We stand ready to assist your efforts and look forward to working with your administration.  
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On behalf of the Maine Chapter of APSE Board, 
Debbie Gilmer, President

